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state of cure than do the tensile properties. In the present
state of investigation, regarding the tensile properties of miner-
alized mixes, and particularly where, as is often the case in
rubber factories, the investigation of the tensile properties is
limited to determinations of breaking-points and does not
include tracing the stress-strain curves, the vulcanization coeffi-
cient is a more sensitive index to them than are the figures for
tensile properties.1 It may be hoped, however, that, with the
future development of the exact mechanical testing of miner-
alized vulcanizates, it will be possible to find in a tensile or
other mechanical test a means of distinguishing between pro-
gressive cures as delicate as (and, of course, more rapid than)
the vulcanization coefficient.
1 Cranor (Meeting of the Rubber Section of the Amer. Chera. Soc.,
September 1918), apparently with mixes containing inorganic constituents
chiefly in mind, has stated as his conclusion that " the determination of
the coefficient of vulcanization is a valuable and accurate check on the
cure of a stock, the composition and history of which is known." He
adds, it may be noticed : " It should not be used arbitrarily as a standard
of comparison of differently treated stocks, even if they are of the same
general nature."